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2Keynote Speaker:
Professor Ruha Benjamin

Black Afterlives Matter: Cultivating Kinfulness as Reproductive Justice

By engaging the idiom of “afterlife” in relation to Black existence in the United 
States, this talk grapples with the multiple ways in which life after death and debt 
is stratified. Especially when it comes to Black maternal health – so often the site 
of trauma and neglect – we must consider a full range of life-affirming practices 
that implicate the body politic writ large. In the process, I also want to shift from 
social diagnosis to remedy. Yes, subordination, subjugation, subaltern, literally 
“under the earth,” racialized populations are buried people. But there is a lot 
happening underground. Not only coffins, but seeds, roots and rhizomes. And 
maybe even tunnels and other lines of flight to new worlds, where alternative 
forms of kinship and collective wellbeing have room to grow and flourish. 

Biography

Ruha Benjamin specializes in the interdisciplinary study of science, medicine, 
and technology, race-ethnicity and gender, knowledge and power. She is author 
of People’s Science: Bodies and Rights on the Stem Cell Frontier (Stanford 
University Press 2013), Race After Technology: Abolitionist Tools for the New Jim 
Code (Polity 2019), and editor of Captivating Technology: Race, Carceral Tech-
noscience, and Liberatory Imagination (Duke University Press 2019), as well as 
numerous articles and book chapters.

Professor Benjamin received her BA in sociology and anthropology from 
Spelman College, MA and PhD in sociology from UC Berkeley, and completed 
postdoctoral fellowships at UCLA’s Institute for Society and Genetics and 
Harvard University’s Science, Technology, and Society Program. She has been 
awarded fellowships and grants from the American Council of Learned Societies, 
National Science Foundation, Ford Foundation, California Institute for Regenera-
tive Medicine, and Institute for Advanced Study. In 2017, she received the 
President’s Award for Distinguished Teaching at Princeton.
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Resistance is Fertile:
Reproduction, Politics and Resistance

Goldsmiths Collge, September 14th 2019

Conference Registration
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Introduction of Keynote Speaker (Akanksha Mehta)

Keynote Address (Room RHB 342 Akanksha Mehta) 
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1. Labour Pain, ‘Natal Politics’ and Reproductive Justice

Maria Fannin is Reader in Human Geography at the University of Bristol. Her 
research interests include feminist theoretical approaches to health and new 
medical technologies and empirical research on the ‘tissue economies’ of health 
and medicine. Current research projects include a collaborative study on the 
making of the placenta as a scientific object in contemporary midwifery practice 
and medical research. She is also interested in the social and governmental 
dimensions of pregnancy and childbirth in the UK, and in the intersections of 
motherhood and entrepreneurialism. She is the co-editor, with Marcia R. England 
and Helen Hazen, of Reproductive Geographies: Bodies, Places and Politics 
(Routledge, 2018). 
 
Political struggles over pain in childbirth centre on the legibility of pain in labour. 
Feminist and natural childbirth activists have developed an understanding of pain 
at birth as central to maternal subjectivity, where pain is a biopolitical force and 
its management a means of self-transformation and potentially, a form of resist-
ance. Yet differential access to pain relief in labour, reproductive justice activists 
argue, determines who suffers and who is relieved of pain. The now established 
evidence of racialised disparities between white and black birth givers’ experi-
ences of pain during childbirth cannot be explained solely by differential access 
to methods of pain relief but rather is a consequence of more fundamental forms 
of discrimination in which one group’s pain is deemed more worthy of sensitive 
treatment than another’s. This paper examines conceptualizations of labour pain 
in biomedical, natural childbirth and reproductive justice movements. It considers 
how the visibility and expressivity of labour pain could contribute to what Imogen 
Tyler and Lisa Baraitser term a new ‘natal politics’ that addresses concerns for 
reproductive justice and the disproportionate pain, injury and death experienced 
by black birth givers.
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2. Re(al) Productive Justice Project, Centre for Disability Law and Policy, NUI 
Galway, Ireland. 

Áine Sperrin is currently a Post-Doctoral researcher with the Re(al) Productive 
Justice Project at the CDLP.  Her Phd research focused on independent living in 
post-conflict countries for adults with intellectual disabilities. Áine has worked 
with a variety of human rights groups including Dublin Simon Community, Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission, National Platform of Self Advocates, 
Disability Federation of Ireland, Oxfam Ireland, Rights Watch UK and Amnesty 
International USA. Her research interests span all areas of social justice which is 
reflected in her career to date. The rights of persons with disabilities, housing and 
community participation of marginalised communities are of particular interest to 
her. Áine tutored in Constitutional law during her Phd and lectures on Law and 
Policy of Independent Living at NUI Galway. Áine obtained her Bachelor of Civil 
Law from UCD in 2010 and received her Masters of Law from Trinity College 
Dublin in 2011.

The Re(al) Productive Justice project seeks to make visible the experiences of 
disabled people in Ireland accessing reproductive justice. The project is based at 
the Centre for Disability Law and Policy at the National University of Ireland, 
Galway. The project will run from 2019 to 2022. It will combine legislative and 
policy analysis with the Oral Histories of disabled people’s lived experiences and 
contributions from key informants in the legal, medical, disability services and 
social work sectors.

LGBTQI community, migrant and ethnic minority communities, people with 
experiences of Direct Provision (the Irish asylum- seeking system),institutionalisa-
tion and Travellers.

This paper will discuss the initial work undertaken in addressing the question: 
What is the applicable regulatory framework that governs disabled people’s 
reproductive decision making in Ireland? The historic framework of abortion 
services in Ireland is well documented. This paper focuses instead on the 
contemporary legislative and policy provisions impacting persons with disabilities 
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3. Emergence of infertility awareness movement in Britain: the rise of infertility 
consciousness  

Yuliya Hilevych: My work centres on historical and sociological study of repro-
duction, with a specific focus on social relations and population politics. My 
research spans a broad geography covering Ukraine, the Netherlands and the 
UK, where I have experience conducting fieldwork, as well as adopts a cross-na-
tional comparative perspective, which I started developing in the course of 
working for the UNFPA. Currently, I am a British Academy Newton International 
Fellow at the University of Cambridge working on the project “The ART of 
conception”. I am also a convenor of the CRASSH Research Network ‘Health, 
Medicine and Agency‘, and a member of ‘Changing in/fertilities‘ international 
network based in the Reproductive Sociology Research Group (ReproSoc) at the 
University of Cambridge. Outside of Cambridge, I am an affiliated scholar at the 
Radboud Group for Historical Demography and Family History (Radboud Univer-
sity Nijmegen), and at the Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demography Institute 
(NIDI). I hold BA and MA degrees in History and Theory of Sociology from the 
University of Lviv, Ukraine, and a PhD in Historical Sociology from Wageningen 
University (a joint degree with Radboud University) in the Netherlands.

‘Just as people have the right to choose in having an abortion, couples like us 
must have a chance to have children’. This was a reaction by Peter Houghton, 
the founding member of the National Organisation of the Childless (NAC), to the 
1977 ‘host mother’ case, which opened up a controversial discussion about 
surrogate motherhood in Britain after a childless couple made a private arrange-
ment with a prostitute. NAC first emerged as a grassroots community-based 
support group in Birmingham and in 1976 became a national organisation to 

9

 making decisions about whether to have, or to not have, a family. The paper will 
incorporate preliminary analysis of contributions from key informants and will be 
divided across the four themes referenced above.  In the new landscape of 
reproductive justice in Ireland this paper will clearly demarcate the discrimination 
which continues to be experienced by disabled people.
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support childless people, which would later be reformed as ISSUE, Infertility 
Network UK and eventually what known today as Fertility Network UK. Similar to 
its American counterpart RESOLVE, NAC aimed to increase awareness “on the 
need for improved medical treatment of infertility, for better adoption and foster-
ing services and for an acceptance of the childless in the society’ (Houghton & 
Houghton, 1977).

In this paper, I focus on the emergence and early work of NAC in late 1970s and 
till mid-1980s. I analyse published materials by NAC and its members, their radio 
and published media appearances, and interviews with its former members and 
affiliates. I show that NAC positioned itself as crucial player in lobbying for the 
rights of infertile couples, especially after the invention of IVF (1978). And by 
using infertility and childlessness as almost synonyms and making them an 
explicit object of campaigning I argued that NAC has contributed to the rise of 
infertility consciousness that is specific to Britain and without which it is hard to 
understand the present-day perceptions of infertility.

10



1. (M)Others in the Margins – the exclusion of mothers and pregnant women 
from refugee narratives and arts practices. 

Tara Louise Morrison is an artist and activist currently studying on the MA 
Applied Theatre at the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. Morrison’s 
theatrical praxis is situated at the intersection of politics and performance and 
her current research is concerned with the use of a posthuman lens to interrogate 
the field of applied theatre practice and the representation of marginalised 
groups on stage. As co-founder and co-director of BANBHA Theatre Company 
some of her most notable work includes THE RE//PRESENTATION WORK-
SHOPS, a devised piece created with an ensemble of lgbtqi+ refugees (Embros 
Theatre, Athens, 2018), and THE WIN, a documentary play exploring the silenced 
history of the Women’s Information Network, WIN, in Ireland’s fight for abortion 
rights (Smock Alley Theatre & Samuel Beckett Theatre, Dublin, 2016, 2018). The 
WIN was revived for a national tour as part of the campaign to repeal the 8th 
amendment in 2018. Morrison has recently returned from Palestine where she 
worked as an artist-in-residence with The Freedom Theatre. 

As contemporary narratives of dispossession, dislocation and displacement are 
beginning to be performed on UK theatre stages some voices are being further 
marginalised through the inaccessibility of the very arts practices purporting to 
offer them a platform. The role of reproduction in refugee politics, and thus 
narratives of displacement on stage, is fraught with political and personal fear as 
the reproductive body is further othered and excluded as it becomes delineated 
as a threat to hegemonic hierarchies. The lives of refugee mothers and pregnant 
women exist at the intersection of global immigration politics and gender justice. 
But due to a lack of support services and awareness of the particular barriers for 
this group in accessing these services their stories are not emerging.

This presentation will examine current theatrical arts practices with and for 
refugees with a particular focus on mothers and pregnant women who find 
themselves excluded from engaging in the artistic process and whose stories 
lack representation onstage. Supported by the theories of Gayatri Chakravorty 
Spivak, Rosi Braidotti and bell hooks, the presentation will include artistic docu-

Speakers and Abstracts for 
Panel Session A

Panel: Borders and Stratified Reproduction
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mentations of practice and interviews with leading practitioners working with 
refugee women and mothers in the UK. By using an in-depth examination into 
how The Freedom Theatre in Jenin Refugee Camp, Palestine, includes women 
and mothers in its artistic programs the presentation will propose or look towards 
the building of a posthuman artistic model and methodology for working inclu-
sively and collaboratively with reproductive bodies that have been displaced – 
moving the narratives of (m)others from the margin to centre stage.

2. Paying for public services with fertility: the Pause project, populationism 
and austerity

Camille Kumar (she/her) has worked in the ending Violence Against Women and 
Girls (VAWG) sector for over 15 years in a variety of advocacy, policy and strate-
gic roles in Australia and the UK, focusing particularly on the needs of BME 
women and non-binary people.  Her work has included providing advocacy 
support to trafficking survivors, working at Imkaan supporting Black women’s 
organisations with practice development and sustainability, and developing a 
unique specialist service for young survivors of sexual violence at West London 
Rape Crisis.

Kalpana Wilson (she/her) is a Lecturer in Geography at Birkbeck, University of 
London. Her research explores questions of race/gender, labour, neoliberalism 
and reproductive justice, and she has written extensively about contemporary 
population policies globally and in South Asia. She is the author of Race, Racism 
and Development: Interrogating History, Discourse and Practice (Zed Books, 
2012). She is also a founder member of the campaigning organisation South Asia 
Solidarity Group.

This paper focuses on the ‘Pause’ project to explore neo-Malthusian and Eugen-
ics inflected populationism, philanthrocapitalism, stratified reproduction and the 
‘economisation of life’ (Murphy, 2017) in the context of neoliberal capitalism and 
austerity in ‘post’colonial Britain in which bodies marked by race, class and 
gender are constructed as excessively fertile and targeted for intervention and 
regulation. 

Panel: Borders and Stratified Reproduction
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The Pause project is a charitable company claiming to ‘prevent the damaging 
consequences of children being taken into care’. It identifies women who have 
had children removed from their care, providing a tailored package of support. 
The central feature of Pause, which gives it its name, is the requirement that 
women must not become pregnant during the programme’s duration (18 months) 
by committing to adopting a long acting reversible contraceptive (LARC). Since 
the project launched in 2013, it has been purchased by 34 local authorities. 
Pause’s exponential growth has been concurrent with significant cuts to publicly 
funded domestic violence, child and family, substance abuse, homelessness and 
mental health services across the country.  The project represents itself in 
neoliberal terms as ‘best value’ through the necropolitical notion of ‘averted’ 
births, comparing the costs of the project per woman to the cost to the state of 
the care of children who as a result of the project, will not be born. Pause’s 
coercive nature and the known risks to women of LARC are rendered insignifi-
cant in relation to the ‘win-win’ outcomes of fewer children born and improved 
‘behavioural responses’ of aberrant women.

How do we connect the extensive promotion of unsafe LARCs under FP2020, the 
creeping removal of access to safe abortion globally, and the Pause project?  
What must we learn from the multiple forms of resistance by women in the 
Global South to racialised population policies? How do we challenge the mobili-
sation of liberal reproductive rights discourses and reclaim notions of reproduc-
tive justice which have been marginalized or appropriated?

3. Against Population: Support not Separation

Chitra Sangtani is an artist and anthropologist who recently completed her 
postgraduate at the London School of Economics. She is interested in the urban 
geographies of dispossession and displacement, specifically through the lens of 
time and its ethical dimensions. Prior to her studies in London, she lived in Cairo 
where she was involved in researching issues of state-led eviction and arbitrary 
arrest.

Lucilla Lepratti is an independent researcher who has recently completed her 
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postgraduate degree in anthropology at the London School of Economics. She is 
interested in the fields of migration, borders, gender and decolonial studies and 
the anthropology of Europe and whiteness. In Berlin, where she is based, she has 
been active in internationalist feminist organising and supporting struggles for 
freedom of movement. During her studies in London, Lucilla has been part of the 
Global Women Strike and the Seligman Must Fall campaign at the LSE, challeng-
ing structural racism and the coloniality of the university.

When in April 2019, Italy’s Interior Minister did not allow fathers to step off the 
rescue ship Alan Kurdi in Lampedusa, two mothers, their children and a pregnant 
woman refused to disembark without the men. Taking this case as a starting 
point, in this presentation we reflect on the role of family separation in racial 
capitalism, its colonial continuities as a bordering technology and its relationship  
to fears of overpopulation and the anxiety of ‘replacement’. Portrayed as a ‘crisis’ 
of numbers, high fertility rates and overpopulation has long characterised coloni-
al constructions of racialised and feminised bodies, whose reproductive labour 
has thus been both exploited and devalued. As exemplified in the case of the 
Alan Kurdi ship, Black women are let in because their reproductive labour can be 
extracted, whilst Black men are seen as a threat. This raises the question of 
whose reproduction does capitalism admit? What families do borders allow for? 
We ground our reflections in the ongoing efforts of the London-based ‘Support 
not Separation’ (SnS) campaign, an alliance fighting back against forced adop-
tions and the state’s separation of children from their primary carers. Their work 

14
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1. Smuggling sperm: Talking about politics, incarceration, and the gendered 
production of life

Annelies Moors is an anthropologist and professor of contemporary Muslim 
societies at the University of Amsterdam. She has done longer-term fieldwork in 
the Middle East (esp Palestine and Yemen) and Europe (esp the Netherlands), 
and has published widely on gendered visibility and multiple belongings (Islamic 
fashion and anti-fashion; face-veiling), materiality,  kinship and religion (wearing 
gold; marriage contracts; postcards of Palestine), gendered mobilities and 
spatialities (migrant domestic labour), and controversies on Islam and Muslims in 
Europe and beyond (cultural politics and everyday life). Currently she is the lead 
researcher in an ERC project  on ‘Problematizing “Muslim marriages”: Ambigui-
ties and Contestations’.

Samah Saleh: I am Assistant professor at An-Najah National University. I have 
finished my PhD in Sociology from Goldsmiths- University of London. My doctor-
al research focused on the experience of Palestinian women’s incarceration in 
Israeli colonial prisons. I have finished two masters: the first master in social work 
from McGill University/ Canada (2007-2008). The second masters in Gender and 
Development from Birzet University/ Palestine. Currently, I am the head depart-
ment of Social Work & the coordinator of the Women Studies masters program at 
An-Najah National University.

In our joint research project on sperm smuggling, incarceration, politics and the 
gendered production of life, we focus on the narratives of wives of Palestinian 
political prisoners who made attempts to conceive while their husbands are 
serving long prison sentences.  As Palestinian political prisoners are, in contrast 
to Jewish Israeli prisoners, not allowed conjugal visits while imprisoned, the only 
possibility for them to conceive is through smuggling sperm. Since around 2012 
at least 60 children has been born from such attempts both on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Whereas the parties involved often publish their experiences 
online, we have engaged in face-to-face conversations with the wives of prison-
ers, as well as with other actors involved in the process, which helps to provide 
insights in the meaning of this act and the contexts that matters. Relevant actors 

Panel: Colonialism and Race
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2. On the Productive and Reproductive Labour of Feminised Workforces in the 
Postcolonial Factory.

Sanjita Majumder is practise-based PhD Researcher at the Department of Visual 
Cultures at Goldsmiths College, her research examines the social division of 
labour in the post colonies, through developing a feminist film making practise 
that can account for the political questions addressing the historical appropria-
tion of women's labour and the non-value attributed to reproductive labour. Her 
academic background lies in the intersections of gender, cinema, psychoanalysis 
and postcolonialism. Her films explore documentary cinema, video essay and the 
medium of photography in relation to colonial archives, gender politics and 
hauntology. She has previously worked as a researcher in gender and labour 
rights for various organisations in India and Europe.

In South East Asia, particularly the garment factories in India and Bangladesh 
have witnessed an unprecedented mass-feminisation of workforces; the follow-
ing presentation focuses on the  narrative of the female factory worker, wherein 
there is a collapse of the social and (re)productive divisions of labour, that calls 
for the revaluation of not just the invisible and unwaged reproductive labour 
within domestic spaces but the need to take into account the commercialisation 
of biological reproduction within the context of the neocolonialism. 

The research is implemented using a practise-based film component, that 

which helps to provide insights in the meaning of this act and the contexts that 
matters. Relevant actors include the personnel of fertility clinics where such 
cases of IVF take place, religious actors whose opinions matter in making such 
acts of conceiving religiously permitted (halal), family members of both husband 
and wife, women activists who hold a diversity of opinions on this issue, and the 
public at large. Tracing the women’s narratives-in-context provide insight in their 
motivations and aspirations,  the responses of relevant other actors, the condi-
tions of possibility that allow them to engage in these acts, and the factors that 
turn this into a more or less desirable act all parties involved. 
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3. The Hidden (re)production of genocide: The MMIWG & settler polyamory

Megan Routledge is an MRes student in the Goldsmiths Anthropology depart-
ment researching institutional monogamy through the everyday experiences of 
settler polyamorous and Indigenous peoples of Canada. She is interested in the 
colonial and state structures that make up the legal frameworks and institutions 
that control the forms of kinship deemed acceptable by the State that work their 
way down to form the socio-cultural experience within societies.

On 3rd June 2019 the Murdered & Missing Indigenous Women & Girls report 
(MMIWG) was officially released in Canada by the national inquiry of the same 
name. It took indigenous campaigners forty years to hear the public verdict they 
already knew: After two years of investigation the national inquiry released its 
conclusion that what indigenous women and girls (and more broadly all indige-
nous peoples) continue to suffer amounts to genocide. 

In their Calls for Justice the report highlights need to use a decolonising frame-
work and include the families of the lost and survivors in justice implementation. 
Importantly here “‘Family’ must be understood to include all forms of familial 

examines the scouring for cheap and expendable labour surplus in the third 
world, meeting at the intersection of women rights (feminism) and labour rights 
(Marxism) congealing around the regulatory frameworks and provisions for 
reproduction and maternity within feminised factory spaces. As advances in 
reproductive technologies have revolutionized the fields of assisted and in-vitro 
fertility, the proliferation of reproductive labour in capitalist labour markets have 
consequently brought about a series of the social, economic, political and racial 
contradictions. The work addresses the challenging themes of social reproduc-
tion within feminised factories, as reproductive technologies designed to solve 
problems in the so-called first world becomes the basis of exploitation in under-
developed countries, they come to be foregrounded in the feminised labour 
markets and outsourced affective resource industries like international surrogacy 
clinics, call-centres and migrant domestic workers.

17
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kinship, including but not limited to biological families, chosen families, and 
families of the heart.” (MMIWG. pp.171). A rejection of the narrow definition of the 
settler kinship structure into which indigenous peoples of Canada have been 
forced to assimilate.  The (re)production of indigenous kin goes beyond that of 
the Western colonial categories and structures of familial relations. To decolonize, 
to make real the call for self-determination, the biological, institutional monogamy 
and nuclear family of the state it needs to be removed from its’ naturalized 
position of the correct structure for reproduction and family life. During this time 
there has been activism from polyamorous people within the settler population 
that see themselves fighting against a state disadvantaging them for their kinship 
structure, which is somewhat the case. However, instead of directly confronting 
and decolonising the settler sexuality of monogamy and nuclear families much of 
settler polyamory is a hidden (re)production of those colonial structures  – of the 
tools utilised in the genocide of indigenous peoples – that ignores the indigenous 
population. How do we get toward decolonisation and not just change within the 
colonial system?

18
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Kendra Briken is a lecturer at Strathclyde Business School, Glasgow. Her current 
research concerns precarious work in the gig economy and beyond. She is 
interested in the emerging varieties of automation, the related power structures, 
and how they are impacting on work and life. Her latest publications include 
‘Welcome in the machine. Human-machine relations and knowledge capture‘ In: 
Capital & Class, and Beyond constrained choice – labour market coercion and 
oppressive work in Amazon fulfilment centres, Industrial Relations Journal, 49 
(5-6), with Phil Taylor. Since August, Kendra is research affiliate with the think 
tank Autonomy, challenging all connected to work.

Miranda Hall is a researcher for the New Economics Foundation where her main 
research areas are the digital economy and the crisis of work and care under 
capitalism. She is also currently setting up a cooperative nursery on Vanguard 
Estate in Deptford and organizes with Womens Strike UK.

1. The Crisis of Care.com: Digital Platforms and the Reorganisation of Social 
Reproduction   

Wifak Gueddana is a Researcher in King’s College and the lead investigator on a 
pilot project funded by ‘EPSRC NETWORK+: Social Justice through the Digital 
Economy’, and titled ‘Platforms, Forums and Hidden Labour. Previously, she 
worked in the University of Edinburgh, in ISIG, London School of Economics and 
Political Sciences (LSE) and in Microsoft Research, Cambridge, UK. Her work, 
building on her PhD (LSE 2013) focuses on the development of digital methods 
to study online participation, digital platforms and real work in the virtual world; 
She has experimented with large-datasets (20,000 emails over five years) and 
combined computational methods with qualitative research (interviews and 
longitudinal montage). After that she continued to work and develop her method-
ology, by running analysis on online educational networks and more recently in 
relation to a funding bid on platform work and inequality. Over the past two 
years, she has presented her work in many conferences and has participated to 
organising two workshops on the use of forum data on gig workers and the use 
of topic modelling and visualisations as exploratory tools.

Panel: The ‘Platformization’ of Reproductive Work
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In the past few years, Silicon Valley entrepreneurs have realised that there is 
money in mums. New Enterprise Associates, a venture capital firm who have 
backed companies like Groupon and Salesforce, just participated in a funding 
round for Care.com and Willow, a wireless breast pump. High-income working 
parents in the US are using ‘smart’, hands-free pumps to express milk during 
their commute and then store it later for their nannies. But mums not having time 
to feed their babies is a symptom of a deep, structural crisis of care under 
capitalism that has no quick tech fix. Between the dismantling of public services 
and people working longer hours for less money, contemporary society is 
“stretching our caring energies to breaking point.” (Fraser, 2016)
 
This panel will focus on the proliferation of new online marketplaces and on-de-
mand platforms for childcare, eldercare, cleaning and other tasks historically 
performed by women for low or no wages. So far, discussions about the emer-
gence of ‘platforms’ matching users with workers have situated this trend within 
the context of the crisis of work and the rise of insecure, poorly paid jobs. But 
these technologies also emerge directly from the crisis of social reproduction and 
exacerbate it through bypassing social security contributions, sick pay or paren-
tal leave. How do platforms create new vulnerabilities and opportunities in 
sectors of the labour market marked by centuries of economic exclusion based 
on gender race and ethnicity?
How could new methodologies such as data scraping from online communities 
offer insights into the hidden labour of reproductive work? How could we repur-
pose corporate digital technologies for collective purposes with examples like 
the Ugly Mugs app for sex worker organising or the digitized Buurtzog model of 
community care?
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1. ‘Reborn’

German Lavrovskii is a young research-based artist from Russia, currently 
studying contemporary art under the direction of Arseniy Zhilyaev.

This project is an art research laboratory for the development of alternative 
methods of care and hospitality, through deconstructions of concepts of a child 
and parenthood. The research is based on a community of people that interacts 
with silicone human-like dolls. These people use social networks, do video 
reviews, and sit on forums. An emotional connection happens between "parent" 
and "baby," in which the hormone of social bonding, oxytocin, is involved. In 
some cases, an artificial child is used as psychological support when it is impos-
sible to have children. The laboratory is trying to free Reborn from the traditional 
capitalist forms of functioning. The modified queer reborn is printed on a 3D 
printer and is used in a psychodrama session with a workgroup. As well as in the 
experimental kindergarten "Laboratory of International Solidarity," founded by 
Vera Schmidt in the USSR in 1921, we are looking for new ways of interaction, 
alternative to the nuclear family. Collective psychodrama session with reborn is 
based on modern theoretical concepts of reproduction and care. The participants 
of the working group are philosophers, activists, and theorists who will assume 
the role of concepts and reborn in several psychodrama schemes. The artwork 
will be presented in the form of a video collage, which will combine the process 
of psychodrama and 3d world. This 3d world is a place where reborn lives among 
some creatures, reborn's surrogacies, which reflect concepts of feminist philoso-
phy. The research on youtube kids application, aesthetics of the 20s and graph-
ics of the unofficial artist Ulo Sooster, are also taken as the basis for this world. 
Aims of the project are to explore ideas and critics regarding reproduction, to 
present the child as a queer subject. The practice of psychodrama compares 
works of theorists, explores the mental connections and affects of/on alternative 
concepts of motherhood, parenthood, care, gestation, as well as concepts of 
ectogenesis and genetic engineering. It is crucial to identify the relationship 
between human-nonhuman, organic-inorganic. Reborn can restart queer 
relations: divide and reconnect communications, create a new protocol of 
interaction.

Panel: Technologies and Reproduction 
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3. Reframing social egg freezing through the lens of reproductive justice

Michiel De Proost is a doctoral research fellow for the Research Foundation 
Flanders (FWO) carrying out his PhD project in the Faculty of Arts & Philosophy 
and RHEA – Centre of Excellence on Gender, Diversity and Intersectionality, at 
the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) (Belgium). His research interests include 
feminist bioethics, new reproductive technologies and intersectionality. His 
current project concerns ethical frameworks of autonomy in the light of the 
debate on ‘social’ egg freezing.

2. Websites of surrogacy agencies as an apparatus of bodily production: 
Matters of response and accountability.

Maria Kirpichenko is a PhD candidate at the Department of Interdisciplinary 
Studies of Culture, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, where she 
was also awarded a Ms degree in Gender Studies. Previously, she has graduated 
with a Ms degree in Visual Cultural Studies from Tromsø University (Norway) and 
a University degree in History from the Petrozavodsk State University (Russia).

Pervasiveness of the Web and online shopping together with domestication of 
assisted reproductive technologies (including surrogacy in some national 
contexts) makes it challenging to adequately address the agential role of the 
digital for the phenomenon of transnational surrogacy tourism. The aim of my 
paper is to examine the websites of surrogacy agencies located in Russia which 
offer their services to foreign clients. Drawing on Haraway’s notion of responsibil-
ity (or response-ability), I will interrogate the models of relationship (between IPs, 
surrogates and the agency) offered on the website with respect to the possibili-
ties of demanding response and accountability. I will argue that the 
response-ability is distributed unevenly, which is performative of subjectivities of 
surrogates and IPs. Moreover, inspired by Barad’s agential realism, I will further 
argue that the websites matter for/on the bodies of the surrogates as they 
function as a part of the apparatus of bodily production.  
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The number of women that are freezing their eggs as a way to preserve fertility, 
not just for medical reasons, but for what has been referred to as ‘lifestyle’ or 
‘social’ reasons, has taken a spectacular flight in recent years, attracting atten-
tion from social science scholars, ethicists and the popular media in western 
countries. Compelling ethical debates about this topic often focus on issues such 
as reproductive autonomy and gender inequalities in society. Despite some 
opposition with regard to the lack of effectiveness and the promotion of false 
hope, social freezing rapidly grew into a regular procedure in several clinics. 
Nonetheless, there is little empirical evidence of those who can access this 
fertility industry, embroiled in contemporary and past colonial, gender and racial 
politics. This paper aims to investigate how the reproductive justice framework, 
as a form of nonideal justice, can be used in the social egg freezing debate and 
challenge the European bioethical scholarly silence around this framework. To 
that end, I first focus on the experiences of women who use this technique and 
highlight several ideological and discursive forces such as neoliberal responsibili-
sation, heteronormative kinship relations, and white supremacy. Furthermore, I 
reflect on the self-evident notion of autonomy and the limited access to assisted 
reproductive technology. Finally, I focus on this debate from a reproductive 
justice perspective and how this relates to the reproductive experiences of 
marginalized women. Through this framework, I focus on the question of whether 
advocates for reproductive justice should insist on more funding for this proce-
dure and wider access.  
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Panel: Abortion Politics

1.  Treatment or Riot: What can AIDS activism teach the abortion-rights move-
ment about politics, pharmaceuticals, and power?

Sydney Calkin is a Lecturer and Leverhulme Early Career Fellow in
Geography at Queen Mary University of London. Her research explores the 
changing geographies of abortion access and the political ramifications of 
cross-border abortion activism. Her work has recently been published in Political 
Geography and Gender, Place & Culture; her forthcoming book on abortion 
politics in Ireland, After Repeal: Rethinking Abortion Politics (co-edited with Kath 
Browne) will be released by Zed Books in 2020. 

This paper considers the work of AIDS activist groups of the 1980-90s, like ACT 
UP New York and the Treatment Action Group, both of which engaged in cam-
paigns to challenge government and pharmaceutical structures for AIDS 
research. Their tactics included: occupation of government and corporate 
buildings, buyers’ clubs to stock and supply illegal medication, activist-led 
clinical trials, campaigns for patient representation on decision-making bodies, 
and efforts to manufacture and sell clandestine generic medications. Among 
these tactics, some revolutionized AIDS research and led to medical break-
throughs, while others provoked such controversy that they split the movement. 
What can the abortion-rights movement today learn from their legacy? I am 
motivated to consider this question by my research on the contemporary rise of 
abortion pill networks that distribute illegal abortion medication across borders. 
The politics of abortion today sometimes seem mired in cyclical battles over 
incremental restrictions that erode access, while the organized pro-choice 
movement is focused primarily on political and legal structures. Even in countries 
where abortion is legal, we see a growing gulf between law and access in prac-
tice. By looking to the forms of resistance generated by the AIDS research 
movement, I consider pathways for abortion activism oriented around self-man-
aged abortion, lay feminist communities of knowledge, and alternative pharma-
ceutical logistics.
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2. ‘If we are talking about equality’: Rights-based claims and resistance to UK 
anti-abortion activists. 

Dr. Pam Lowe is a senior lecturer in sociology and policy at Aston University.  
Most of her teaching and research is centred around women’s reproductive and 
sexual health, with a particular interest in pregnancy, abortion and early parent-
ing. Recently she has worked on a number of projects including on the sexual 
health of online sex workers and young people and sexual consent. She is 
currently engaged in a long term ethnographic study of abortion debates in 
public spaces which has a particular focus on the activities and impact of abor-
tion activism directly outside of abortion clinics.  

In the UK, the overwhelming majority of anti-abortion activism in public spaces 
contain explicitly religious activities. These include ‘prayerful witnessing’ outside 
abortion clinics and the inclusion of religious speakers at marches and other 
events. Yet despite the acknowledgement of the relationship between their 
anti-abortion stance and their faith position, anti-abortion activists often moder-
ate or even ‘disguise’ their religious motivations. This paper uses data from a 
wider ethnographic study of UK anti-abortion activism and pro-choice opposition 
in public spaces, and will present data on the claims-making regarding ‘human 
rights’ and ‘equality’ within anti-abortion discourse and their resistance by 
pro-choice activists. It will argue that anti-abortion attempts to ‘humanise’ the 
foetus rest on religious ideas about women’s ‘natural’ position as mothers and a 
belief that they do not really understand about abortion. However, as the ultimate 
framing is religious in nature, the message is largely unconvincing. Moreover, 
using religious freedom claims to defend their right to stand outside abortion 
clinics undermines the credibility of presenting non-religious abortion opposition 
reasons. In contrast, whilst pro-choice groups have garnered widespread 
support for bufferzones based on rights campaigns framed on ending intimida-
tion and preserving healthcare privacy, this position does not directly challenge 
the anti-abortion ‘equality’ claims. This paper will argue that it is imperative for 
the pro-choice movement to further develop challenges against ‘rights-based’ 
claims by anti-abortion groups to ensure that they are prevented from gathering 
support from those who would be against an outright ban, but may be sympa-
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1. Thinking the Maternal Collectively: The Politics and Praxis of Il Colletivo 
Madri, Rome 1970s. 

Sara Paiola holds a BA in Social, Cultural and Creative Studies from Goldsmiths, 
University of London. She holds a Master Research in Human Rights and Law 
from the School of Law, Birkbeck, University of London. She is a PhD candidate 
from the same department. The title of her PhD thesis is Thinking the Maternal 
Collectively. A Feminist Critique of Liberal Equality and Individualism. The overall 
proposition of her research is for a relational model of caretaking which de-indi-
vidualises and collectivises care. Between 2014/15 she was an intern at MamSIE 
(Mapping Maternal Subjectivities, Identities and Ethics) and its attached journal 
Studies in the Maternal. For many years she worked in the charity sector 
supporting refugee children and subsequently women, mothers and their children 
affected by domestic and gender violence. She has a keen interest in self-direct-
ed education and she is one of the founders of Free We Grow, a democratic 
project for primary school aged children www.freewegrow.co.uk  

This paper centres on a mothers’ collective, Il Colletivo Madri founded in Rome in 
1976 by a group of mothers. The collective was founded for a desire of these 
mothers to share their experiences of motherhood and to create a community for 
them and their children, which challenged and resisted the patriarchal nuclear 
family. They collaborated outside the political institutions, nevertheless they 
engaged in a daily political practice among themselves of which the significance, 
as much now as then, is that undeniably, the personal is political. After some 
years of collaborating together the collective founded a study and research 
centre on motherhood and in 1978 they organised a pioneering Conference on 
Motherhood in Rome at La Casa Internazionale delle Donne. This paper looks at 
motherhood as a collective relational activity between mothers and carers and it 
suggests that a relational model of motherhood can be transformative for a 
mother’s sense of self, her subjectivity. Mothers have historically struggled when 
mothering alone and in isolation. This isolation and sole responsibility for an 
infant who is immensely vulnerable can bring about a loss of self which can lead 
to post natal depression. Motherhood is often seen and read through an individu-
alistic lens. I suggest that a model of relational motherhood, grounded in 1970s 
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2. Maternal Fantasies – collective art production as a tool of fertile resistance

Maicyra Leão e Silva is researcher, artist and mother. She is an Associate 
Professorat the Theater Department of Federal University of Sergipe, Brazil, with 
a PhD in Performing Arts and a Masters in Contemporary Art. Her work explores 
performance art in public spaces and collaborative methodologies in convivial 
situations. As a solo artist, she has performed at international festivals and 
projects in Europe and Latin America, and as a scholar, her work has included 
articles for academic journals, book chapters, and co-editorship of a book. Her 
collaborative works have been awarded four grants by the Brazilian National 
Foundation. Currently, she is completing a post-doctoral project at Freie Univer-
sität Berlin on maternity and art, focusing on the relation between artist and child 
on contemporary art scene.

Magdalena Kallenberger is a visual artist working across film, photography, 
installation and text. Her research-based works often investigate social transfor-
mation processes, social movements and urban structures. She collects oral, 
autobiographical narratives and documents individual experiences within a 
specific socio-political thematic complex (The Urban Cultures of Global Prayers, 
„Green Wave Movement” / Iran, Egyptian Revolution, women‘s movement) by 
merging fictional elements and documentary techniques. Her works produced in 

and 1980s Italian and French feminism, instead of a model of caregiving based 
on a liberal and individualistic view of the subject offers us an alternative way to 
talk about maternal subjectivity and ‘community’ and where there can be the 
possibility to challenge and ward off the isolation many new mothers and carers 
experience. Following the collective’s experience throughout the paper I propose 
that there is a potentiality for politics in relationality between women who are 
mothers and I suggest that mothers’ subjectivity has a potentiality to be trans-
formed by disengaging it from the individualistic view of the subject prevailing in 
liberal discourses. I suggest that mothers’ relationality with other mothers is at 
the core of this transformation and that motherhood needs to ‘rescued’ from the 
a-political position in which it is often still placed.
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solo and collective constellations have been shown at Haus der Kulturen der 
Welt, nGbK, Camera Austria, Berlinische Galerie, Bamako African Biennale of 
Photography, Cairotronica – festival of Electronic and New Media arts etc. Since 
2018, she is PhD candidate in Artistic Research at the Bauhaus University 
Weimar and Fellow at the Bauhaus Research School.

How do we – women who are artists who are mothers who are daughters who 
are artists – write ourselves into the (art) world? And, how do we unwrite an 
already written page? How do we draw from our experiences as splitted subjec-
tivities an intergenerational dialogue with our feminist ancestors? What does 
poetry, collectiveness and fantasy have to do with resistance? Since 2018 
Maternal Fantasies uses collective writing sessions, rotational authorship, mixing 
autobiographical and historical references as an instrumental method for creating 
critical art works. Throughout the last year the group has organized several 
Landparties a form of site situated mini-residency that works as a tool to actively 
practice the fusion of art and life by integrating their children in the process of 
collective art production, and to experiment, with open authorship modes, 
fantastical situations between everyday, history and transgression. Hereby the 
collective strongly opposes the 19th-century stereotype of the (male) artist 
genius, an obsessive, solitary, selfish character, which is still prevalent in the 
contemporary Western Art World. Likewise it dismantles the allegory of the lonely 
devoted mother, confined in the domestic realm, and deals with the care work 
not as an obstacle to be overcome but to be creative with. The artistic practice of 
the collective opens an ironical polyvocality that aims to produce an interruption 
in the flow of social reproduction.

As artists of the collective and researchers, the proposal of the paper is to 
detail/asses the artistic strategies proposed by Maternal Fantasies. The idea is 
that through the work of the collective we can discuss more broadly the use of 
artistic means to stir up the debate about care work, without reinforcing stereo-
types, and explore new relationships between art and social reproduction.

Holly Isard is an MRes candidate in the Department of Visual Cultures at Gold-
smiths. Her research focuses on pregnancy, social reproduction and alternative 

30



Panel: Kin and Maternal Collectivities

Speakers and Abstracts for 
Panel Session B

image economies in art and theory. 
 
In 2017 the editors of a special ‘Social Reproduction and Art’ issue of Third Text 
called for a ‘rethinking of art history in terms of a history of labour’. This paper 
responds to this call by focusing on a specific subset of labour, one that despite 
its centrality to social reproduction theory has been marked as the most elusive. 
Both the work and products of the artist and gestator are understood in ways 
that position them outside of production relations, imbuing them with what 
Andrea Phillips terms ‘mystical status’ (2015). Starting from the position that all 
human pregnancy and gestation is thought through the lens of labour, this paper 
will explore gestational labour with and through artWork. Coined by Angela 
Dimitrakaki the term ‘artWork’ intends to ‘take further feminist art history’s partial 
displacement of the delivered artwork as the exclusive origin of meaning’. This 
paper will explore where gestational labour and the artWork that imagines it 
should be positioned in a continuum of relations of production. The tension 
between visible and invisible work (and bodies) is illuminated by the history of art 
and visual culture that depicts reproduction, particularly through revealing and 
concealing parts of the process: from conception to gestation to birth and 
breastfeeding. This paper seeks to ‘prise open alternative lineages’ as a strategy 
of thinking the position of gestational labour and artWork (Dimitrakaki and Lloyd, 
2017).
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1. Organising a strike from the ‘second shift’: Exploring collective social 
reproduction with ‘My Mum is on Strike’.

Claire English is a feminist mother, agitator and organiser, presently working as 
an associate Lecturer in Organisational Behaviour in the School of Business 
Management at Queen Mary University of London. Claire’s research has previ-
ously explored the workings of gender and race in transnational migrant solidarity 
activism, particularly in the borderland of Calais. Her PhD thesis focused on the 
micropolitics of shared social reproduction and explored the idea of ‘collectivis-
ing vulnerability’ in Calais. She helped to form Calais Migrant Solidarity in 2010 
and is a member of Plan C, a group that looks at the social reproduction of social 
movements. Her more recent political work is with the Women’s Strike Assembly 
where she helped to organise the event ‘My Mum is on Strike’ on International 
Women’s Day this year. The incredible success of this event has prompted further 
research in to what striking from reproductive labour might really look like.

Rosa Campbell is a feminist historian and activist. Currently, she is the Smuts 
Scholar for Commonwealth Research at the University of Cambridge, in the first 
year of her PhD in history. Her PhD project titled 'Out of the Kitchens and Into the 
World' sets Australian women's liberation between 1968-1990 in a global 
context. She helped to organise 'My Mum is on Strike' on International Women's 
Day this year, and has been active in feminist movements in the UK and Austral-
ia. She writes fiction and non-fiction on a range of platforms both in and beyond 
the academy, for both adults and children. Say hello at @rrrosavalerie. 

On International Women’s Day (IWD) 2019, a group us involved in the Women’s 
Strike UK held events all over London and one in Cardiff, called ‘My Mum is on 
Strike. (MMIOS)’ These were political stay and play events where children could 
be collectively cared for by volunteers while their Mums, carers and parents 
could sit down, drink a hot cup of tea, and have a chance to chat about what it 
means to parent, to care in 2019, and what striking from that care might look like 
if we could scale it up. These events were a roaring success and five hundred 
people came across our venues; well beyond our wildest dreams. In this paper 
we will explore the historical inspiration for MMIOS including paying homage to 
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2. Battling the right in Spain's care crisis

Helena Navarrete Plana is an MA student in the Social and Political Thought 
programme at the University of Leeds, and a Sociology graduate from the 
University of Warwick. She is an activist and organizer in the Women’s Strike 
Assembly Leeds and ACORN Leeds. 

With only 1.31 children per woman, and a rapidly aging population, Spain is 
finding itself to be veering further away from replacement rates; effectively 
gearing up for a crisis of social reproduction. In light of this, and with the growth 
of the parliamentary far-right, pro-natalism doused with a heavy dose of national-

The industrial strikes at the inception of IWD. As we were organising with carers 
and in the domestic sphere, we also mobilised social reproduction theory and the 
analysis from Wages for Housework collective. We used this to make visible the 
gendered labour parents and carers do and how to make our strike around the 
‘second shift’ happen. It also became clear to us, through organising, that all 
those engaged in care and reproduction, labour in the shadow of the mother. We 
will consider the ways motherhood operates as a collective projection, in Emre’s 
words: ‘an imaginary order that shapes our perspective of the kind of person a 
mother ought to be.’ The mother is supposed to be endlessly devoted to her 
tasks and be paid for them only in happiness. But what happens when happiness 
is not enough to meet the demands of mothers beyond the imagined (white, 
heterosexual, nuclear) family? Finally, we suggest reasons why MMIOS was so 
successful and set out our future political imaginary; particularly how the sight-
lines of MMIOS coheres with the worldwide general strike for the climate on 
September 20th, 2019.

We will use a lively, experimental form in this paper, incorporating ‘everyday’ 
vignettes which reflect the reproductive demands on our time that ‘interrupted’ 
us during our writing process. These are necessary as they expose the heart of 
MMIOS, making visible gendered labour parents and carers do in the home, and 
what it means to go on strike from these.

Speakers and Abstracts for 
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3. A Selfish Strike: Early Years Educators Walkouts’ in Sydney, Australia

Maud Perrier is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Bristol. She 
teaches and researches feminism, motherhood, class, food. She has published in 
Sociology, Sociological Review, Gender and Education, Feminist Formations and 
Australian Feminist Studies amongst others. With Maria Fannin she has co-edit-
ed ‘Refiguring the Postmaternal: Feminist Responses to the forgetting of Mother-
hood’ (2018). She is writing a monograph called ‘Politicizing Childcare: Maternal 
Workers, Class and Contemporary Feminism’. 

This chapter draws on interviews with Australian early years educators who 
walked out over Equal Pay repeatedly in 2017-2018 and investigates what kind of 
feminist politics are forged around the collective withdrawal of their care labour. 
The discontent of educators who work in nurseries and crèches in Australia has 
been gaining momentum over the last three years with a nationwide publicity 

ism is making its way back into Spanish politics. Decades before, Franco's 
dictatorship saw a strong propagation of natalist ideas fuelled by the desire to 
re-build Spain after the Spanish Civil War and heavily influenced by the Catholic 
Church’s rigid designation of gender roles. Facing a new population decline, the 
latest incarnation of pro-natalism is a direct continuation of its authoritarian 
predecessor. Both share a struggle to combat what is perceived as the emascu-
lation of Spanish society, the destruction of the traditional family and the defence 
of the nation. On the other hand, feminist movements have become Spain’s most 
powerful social agent – from protesting gang rapes to migrant domestic and care 
workers organising – with their vision threatening the legacy and comeback of 
the “national womb” narrative. This paper will explore the specific nature of 
Spanish pro-natalism and its Francoist backdrop whilst also analysing the 
possibility of resistance offered by an energized feminist movement, domestic 
and care worker's alliances and migrant rights organizations. It will look to make 
proposals to the crisis of social reproduction in the Spanish context from a 
feminist perspective which reject austerity and the sanctity of the family, and 
prioritize care and reproductive justice.
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campaign and three nationwide days of action since March 2017 when 7000 
educators walked out of their jobs affecting 30,000 families across Australia 
(according to union United Voice). The accounts of educators and activists I 
collected show that the selfless habitus cultivated by many workers significantly 
clashes with the strikes which are seen as requiring educators to put themselves 
first. A caring and selfless habitus is a significant loci of working-class femininity 
and route to respectability (Skeggs, 1997) and an important site of tension in this 
case. Some of the middle-class activists argue that the extent to which such 
strikes can create large scale mobilization depends on workers ability to decon-
structing the idea(l) of the selfless carer and learn to refuse a selfless habitus. I 
explore the ways in which classed and racialized understandings of refusal and 
selflessness shape these workers’ politicization about the value of care. I argue 
that these strikes illuminate how refusal of an identity centred on selflessness-not 
just the withdrawal of one’s labour- constitutes an important but potentially 
dividing strategy for contesting the devaluation of childcare labour.
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Chaired by Kathryn Medien

Activist Roundtable: Racism, 
Reproduction & State Violence: 
An Activist Roundtable



Ni Una Menos represented by Marcela López Levy  

Marcela López Levy is an Argentinian researcher and writer who co-founded Ni 
Una Menos in the UK to support the upsurge of feminist organising in Argentina 
and extend their radical practices. Her current research focuses on the impor-
tance of the imagination and group processes in social struggles. Her most 
recent book is Argentina under the Kirchners: The legacy of left populism (2017) 
and she’s the author of We are Millions: neo-liberalism and new forms of political 

The Women’s Strike represented by Joni Alizah Cohen  

Joni Alizah Cohen is a writer, editor, research student and political organiser. Her 
writing has included discussion of queer and trans liberation and history, Marxist 
and materialist feminism, disability, mental illness, fascism, and antisemitism. She 
is currently undertaking a MRes on gender and Marxism at Goldsmiths, Universi-
ty of London. She is a founding editor of Invert, a journal of contemporary 
Marxist thought focused on the abolition of gender and the liberation of femi-
nised subjects. She is also engaged in political organising with the Women’s 
Strike Assembly and the Feminist Antifascist Assembly. She lives and works in 
London. 

Decolonising Contraception represented by Annabel Sowemimo   

Dr. Annabel Sowemimo is a Community Sexual & Reproductive Health doctor 
having completed an MSc in Sexual & Reproductive Health Research & under-
graduate study in Medical Anthropology. She is a contributor for online platforms 
including Black Ballad and gal-dem.com writing on a range of health, social 
justice and cultural issues. Annabel is founder of Decolonising Contraception a 
collective of people of colour working to address the unethical history in sexual 
and reproductive health particularly experimentation on people of colour.

Activist Roundtable: Racism, 
Reproduction & State Violence: 
An Activist Roundtable
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INQUEST represented by Angelica Udueni  

Angelica Udueni is a Black feminist campaigner and researcher. She works to 
expose and take direct action against violence committed by the British state 
institutions. Angelica is primarily concerned with the treatment of black and 
migrant women in prisons, detention centres and mental health settings. She 
helped write the update to the report Still Dying on the Inside: examining wom-
en’s deaths in prisons (published June 2019) by the charity INQUEST. The 
briefing provided insight into deaths of women held in custody, calling for the 
recognition of women’s imprisonment as a form of structural violence against 
women. Angelica also works as a freelance writer and facilitator.

Activist Roundtable: Racism, 
Reproduction & State Violence: 
An Activist Roundtable

action in Argentina (2004). She is also a group therapist and facilitator of collabo-
rative projects. 
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Goldsmiths Anti-Racist Action (GARA) represented by Sara Bafo   

Goldsmiths Anti-Racist Action (GARA), is a POC-led collective and campaign 
formed four and a half months ago, when students of colour occupied a campus 
building calling on the university to combat institutional racism. After 137 days, 
the occupation has come to an end, with GARA winning a signed contract for all 
of their demands.



Dr. Anna Feigenbaum Principal Academic in Digital Storytelling, Bournemouth 
University (designed with Tom Sanderson, The Centre for Investigative Journal-
ism)

Dr. Anna Feigenbaum is a writer, investigative researcher and teacher interested 
in technology and social change. She works as a Senior Lecturer in Digital 
Storytelling at Bournemouth University. In addition to writing and teaching, she 
runs the Civic Media Hub, delivering training workshops to NGOs, governmental 
organisations and community groups. She is author of three books: Protest 
Camps (Zed 2013), Tear Gas (Verso 2017) and the forthcoming Data Storytelling 
Workbook (Routledge), and is working on a new book project on the fertility 
industry, called Fertile Fortunes (Verso Books).

While corporations and governments gain more and more access to our data, 
‘researching up’ or investigating governments and corporations is often riddled 
with obstacles. While the move in recent years toward open data has brought 
with it increased transparency and information access, not all information is 
equally available. Critical documents remain hidden behind paywalls, blocked by 
confidentiality agreements, or deemed too sensitive to be brought into public 
view. Even when Freedom of Information requests return results, they can come 
back worded in generalisations or dressed up in retractions.
 
These challenges prompt researchers and campaigners to employ creative 
methods for legally obtaining data from governments and corporations. In this 
workshop we bring together key strategies for investigative research, showcasing 
a range of data sources, as well as freely available and easy to access tools that 
can be used to ‘mine back’ or obtain and analyse data of government and 
corporate elites. Geared toward non-coders, qualitative researchers and those 
with limited budgets and resources, these strategies for ‘mining back’ include 
advanced searching techniques, data scraping from a webpage, liberating PDF 
tables, and creating visual power-maps.  
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This workshop will focus on the reproductive technologies industry in the UK, but 
most of the skills and resources we will introduce are adaptable across any 
research project engaged in investigating corporations or governments.
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